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West Bengal State University
B.A./B.Sc./B.Com. ( Honours, Major, General) Examinations, 2015

PART - I

HISTORY - HONOURS

Paper - I .
Duration: 4 Hours J [ Full Marks: 100

Candidates are required to give their answers in their own' words as far as practicable.

The figures in the margin indicate full marks.
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Answer Question No. 1 and any four of the rest.

~'1~~ ~<g ~Qf c<I5T"~~~~1

Group - A

~'5f-<IS"

1. Answer any four questions: 4 x 5 = 20

a) Write a short note on microlith tools.

b) Assess the importance of'trade in ~arappan civilization?
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c) Write a short note on the Sixteen Mahajanapadas.

~ ~9N~ ~~N>~~ ~~I

d) Why is Buddhism called a protestant religion?

~~~c:<A~~?

e). Write a short note on Kautilya's 'Arthashastra'.

C~It'G'lI~ '\5f~' ~ ~~~ t'Rsl ~ I

f) di~/ Pushyamitra Sunga's revolt against the Mauryas signify a

Brahmanical reaction ?

g) What do you understand by Sangam literature?

~~~f.ls~?

h) Assess the importance of land grants of the Gupta period.

~~ ~fiI'fI'~'!l ~~ m9{~ ~ I

Group - B

~'f-~

Answer any four of the following questions.

~c<W1~~~~1

4 x 20 = 80

2. .Assess the importance of inscriptions and coins as source materials for writing

the history of Ancient India.

~ "81'!le&.:!~ ~ ~9f1itR ~ MG'lIMM '8 ~ ~~ R~ ~ I

3. Determine the extent of the Indus valley civilization. How would you explain the

decline of this civilization ? 8 + 12

~ >1"8IGI'!l~~ ~~ ~ I ~~ >1~IGI'!l ~ \!iIl9fR ~ <m~ ~ ?
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4. Discuss the economic life of the early Vedic period. What changes do you notice

in the later Vedic period? 10 + 10

~ ~ ~~ \5f~ ~ \511C"1lb'iI ~ I ~ ~ ~~ \£l~ ~ ~ ~

~ ~ 'lffif?

5. How was Magadha able to dominate the politics of Northern India among the

Sixteen Mahajanapadas in the Sixth century B.C; ?

~~ ~ ~ ~~~ ~ ~ ~~~ ~ C~ ~ ~1~CI!l~ <j:IliBT~R>C<lS~9

~~~?

6. How far was Ashoka's 'Dhamma' influenced by the tenets of Buddhism?

~ ~~~ ~ ~"qs~ '~'c<fS ~ qsC~$"1 ?

7. Give an overview of India's trade with the Roman Empire during the first three

centuries of the Christian era.

8. On the basis of available sources form an estimate of Gautamiputra Satakarni

as a ruler and conqueror.

9. Estimate the role of Guilds in organising industry and trade in ancient India.

~ '81~CI!l<j:lfim '8 <nf~ ~~~ f~~~ ':(filqs,~ ~ ~ I

10. Critically assess the achievements of Harshavardhana.

~~ "11~C"1I<j:1"1~""11b"'l11"1qs ~ ~ I
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